
List of “One District One Product” (ODOPs) in Goa 

North Goa District – Cashew Nuts 

Details of Cashew Nuts in Goa 

Cashew nuts, known for their quality and flavour, are a significant export product, 

with efforts focusing on enhancing processing techniques and global market reach. 

Types of Cashews Grown in Goa 

Goa is known for cultivating high-quality cashew nuts. The commonly grown varieties 

include: 

(i) Balli Cashew: Traditional variety, known for its unique taste and flavour. 

(ii) Vengurla Cashew (V-4, V-7, V-8, V-9): High-yielding hybrid varieties 

developed for better productivity. 

(iii) Ullal-3: Popular for its resistance to pests and diseases. 

(iv) Bhaskara: Developed for better adaptability and high nut yield. 

(v) Goa-1: A local hybrid variety developed for high productivity. 

Regions/Talukas in Goa Where Cashews are Mostly Grown 

Cashew cultivation is widespread across Goa, but the primary regions include: 

(i) North Goa: Pernem, Bardez, Bicholim, Sattari. 

(ii) South Goa: Sanguem, Quepem, Canacona. 

Types of Cashews Exported from Goa 

Goa exports a variety of processed cashew nuts, such as: 

• Whole Cashew Kernels: Graded by size (W-180, W-240, W-320). 

• Split Cashews: Processed and broken cashew nuts used in confectionery and 

culinary applications. 

• Cashew Nut Shell Liquid (CNSL): A by-product used in industrial applications. 

Production Cycle of Cashew Nuts 

• Planting: Done during the monsoon season (June to August). 

• Flowering: Begins in November and peaks in January. 

• Harvesting: Typically from February to May. 

• Processing: After harvesting, cashew nuts are dried, shelled, and processed for 

export or local consumption. 

Countries Where Cashew Nuts Are Mostly Exported from India 

India exports cashew nuts primarily to: 



• United States 

• United Arab Emirates (UAE) 

• Netherlands 

• Japan 

• United Kingdom 

• Germany 

• Saudi Arabia 

• Australia 

Seasons When Cashew Nuts Are Produced 

The primary production season for cashew nuts in Goa is from February to May, with 

flowering starting as early as November. 

Challenges in Producing Cashew Nuts 

• Low Productivity: Traditional varieties have lower yields compared to hybrids. 

• Pest and Disease Attacks: Tea mosquito bug and cashew stem and root borer 

affect production. 

• High Input Costs: Fertilizers, labor, and processing costs are significant. 

• Climate Change: Irregular rainfall and temperature variations affect flowering 

and fruiting. 

• Processing Challenges: Lack of modern processing facilities impacts efficiency 

and quality. 

• Market Access: Farmers face challenges in accessing direct markets, leading to 

dependency on middlemen. 

What Could Be Improved by the Government for Cashew Farmers 

• Support for High-Yielding Varieties: Provide subsidies and training on hybrid 

cashew cultivation. 

• Improved Infrastructure: Develop better irrigation facilities and processing 

units. 

• Subsidized Inputs: Reduce the cost of fertilizers, pesticides, and farming 

equipment. 

• Market Linkages: Facilitate direct access to buyers and exporters through 

cooperatives or digital platforms. 



• Financial Support: Offer low-interest loans and crop insurance schemes to 

mitigate risks. 

• Training and Awareness: Educate farmers on sustainable farming practices, 

pest management, and post-harvest techniques. 

• Promote Value-Addition: Encourage production of CNSL and cashew-based 

products for export. 

These interventions can significantly improve productivity, farmer incomes, and 

export competitiveness of cashew nuts from Goa. 

Schemes 

The Directorate of Industries, Trade & Commerce implements a scheme for cashew 

processing units in Goa titled “Employment Subsidy Scheme for Cashew Industry”. 

The scheme envisages making the cashew processing viable by reimbursing 50% of 

salaries paid to eligible Goan employees by the cashew processing units in Goa.  

Details of beneficiaries: 

The implementation of the scheme is underway. A total of 37 applications have been 

received and are under process.  

 


